
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                     

  
 

 MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 

To: Files Date: January 30, 2014   
 
From: Michael Wehr Re:  San Jacinto River Pit 
        Community Meeting  
 
 
 
A community meeting with the EPA to discuss and present the Draft Feasibility Study was 
conducted Jan 30th. at the Highlands Community Center.  A number of community groups and 
governmental agencies were in attendance to review and comment on the proposed remediation 
alternatives presented in the Draft Feasibility Study for the Northern Impoundment Portion of the 
San Jacinto Superfund Site. The two main community groups that attended were the Texans 
Together Group and San Jacinto River Coalition.  The governmental agencies that attended were 
the EPA, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the Texas Department of 
State Health Services (DSHS) along with representatives from Harris County Precinct Two, the 
County Attorney’s Office and Pollution Control Services Department.  In attendance for the 
Harris County Pollution Control Services were: Bob Allen, Latrice Babin, and Mike Wehr. 

 
The presentation portion of the meeting started at 6:30 PM.  G ary Miller presented some 
background information on the site and all of the remedial alternatives that were presented with 
the draft feasibility study.  There was strong opposition to all of the remedial alternatives with 
exception to alternative number six which indicates the removal of material exceeding the 
protective concentration level of 220 ng/kg.  There was also discussion as to how the cleanup 
levels were determined and what the acceptable cleanup levels of dioxins should be.  A  
representative from DSHS indicated that is not safe to swim or eat fish in the river from 
Galveston Bay all the way to Lake Houston.  A representative of the Sierra Club proposed that 
the cleanup level was too high and should be reduced to 50 ng/kg from 220 ng/kg.  In addition, 
there were numerous complaints about contaminated drinking water, (public and private sources) 
and high rates of illness within the Highlands community as a result of contamination from the 
San Jacinto Waste Pits.   
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Valmichael Leos from the EPA spoke about the high degree of rock displacement on the west side
of the northern impoundment caused by a recent rain event and the repairs that were made to the 
cap based on recommendations from the United States Army Corp of Engineers (USACE).  A  
community member alleged that the Northern Waste Pit was currently leaking waste into the 
river on the northwest side of the impoundment.  The same community member also alleged 
that the placement of the rock cap caused hazardous material from the waste pit to be squeezed
out of the bottom and that it was visible using Google Earth satellite map application. 
 
  
  

 
There continues to be a concern within the community about fishing in regards to the businesses 
that promote fishing to visitors as well as potential commercial sale of fish by licensed 
commercial fishermen. In addition, members of the community allege that many of the residents 
had cancer and were dying from the effects exposure to contaminated waters from the waste pits.  
The comments from the community members to the EPA indicate four highlighted concerns: 1) 
the need for the complete removal of the dioxins in northern impoundment 2) the community’s 
health issues-- an epidemiological study was verbally requested and 3) the quality of the water in
individual water wells as well as the 20% well water mixture to the water provided by the local 
water district and 4) the ownership and status of potential cleanup on the southern impoundment’s
waste. 
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SAN JACINTO RIVER WASTE PITS 
SUPERFUND SITE 

OPEN HOUSE AND COMMUNITY MEETING 
Highlands, Harris County, Texas 

Thursday, January 30, 2014 
6:00 p.m. I 6:30 p.m. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in 
cooperation with the Texas Commission on Environmen
tal Quality (TCEQ), Harris County, and local officials, 
will conduct an Open House and Community Meeting 
for the San Jacinto Waste Pits site on Thursday, Janu
ary 30,2014, at the Highlands Community Center, 604 
Highland Woods Drive, Highlands, TX. An informal 
Meet and Greet will be held from 6:00 p.m. until 6:30 
p.m. The Community Meeting will be from 6:30 p.m. 
until 8:00 p.m. 

This informal meeting is to provide the community with 
an update on the EPA's cleanup and plaps for the site lo
cated on the west bank of the San Jacinto River directly 
north ofthe I-10 Bridge. 

This meeting will give residents the opportunity to ask 
questions to agency and other officials and to provide in
put on this local Superfund cleanup project. 

Action items to be discussed include the results ofthe Re
medial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RIIFS); status 
of the site stabilization cap, and what's next. 

The meeting is being held in a fully accessible facility. 
Should you have any specific needs or questions about the 
facility, please contact EPA Community Involvement at 
1.800.533.3508 (toll-free). 

Additional information also is available on the following 
EPA websites: 

http://www .epa.gov/region6/6sf/texas/san jacinto/ 

http:/ /epaosc.org/site/site _profile.aspx?site _ id=6534 

Para informacion en espafiol, comunicase con Ia Agen
da de Proteccion Ambiental de los Estados Unidos (Ia 
EPA) a 1.800.533.3508 (Hamada gratis). 



&EPA 
United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Region 6 
1445 Ross Ave. (6SF-VO) 
Dallas, TX 75202 

Harris County Pollution Control 
107 N Munger Street 
Pasadena, TX 77506-1322 
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